DEFINITIONS

YOU NEED TO KNOW

Biopsy

removal of tissue samples for microscopic examination;
used to diagnose and assess the presence of cancer

Bone Scan

an imaging test which determines if the cancer has spread

to the bones

Clinical stage

assesses the size and extent of the tumour, number and
location of lymph nodes involved, and the presence of

distant metastases

Malignancy

describes a tumour as being cancerous; a benign tumour

is non-cancerous

Metastasis

the spread or extent of cancerous cells from a tumour to
nearby or distant parts of the body
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